Health Professions Licensure Information

Pursuant to the Governor's disaster proclamation, DSHS has identified medical, health or behavioral health direct care providers that could be needed in the disaster response whether at shelter sites, clinics or in larger health facility settings and has identified methods to expedite the licensure/certification process. 

Responding to urgent requests for issuance of licenses to displaced allied health professionals — DSHS is immediately processing (within one day in most cases) license applications from a person who is licensed in an allied health profession (see list below). The applications may be faxed to 512-834-6677 and they are processed without the licensing fee if the person cannot pay.  If the person's required licensure documentation is unavailable in whole or part, we are evaluating cases individually with the information we are able to verify, such as national certification.  If necessary (based on the statutory licensure requirements), we will follow-up with the person to obtain additional documentation after the crisis passes.  These licenses are being issued as temporary, provisional or a regular license valid for one year (depending on the individual statute).  Important note: these practitioners are demonstrating that they meet Texas licensure/certification requirements.  

Responding to urgent requests from Texas practitioners — DSHS is immediately processing faxed and e-mailed requests to re-activate licenses that are on inactive status, so that Texas practitioners may assist victims in affected areas.  This is occurring whether or not we have proof of receipt of the re-activation fee.

Chemical Dependency Counselors 

Dietitians 

Marriage and Family Therapists 

Medical Radiologic Technologists 

Midwives 

Perfusionists 

Professional Counselors

Respiratory Care Practitioners 

Social Workers

Speech Language Pathologists 

For the professionals listed above, call the main phone number for Professional Licensing and Certification Unit at 512-834-6628 (main fax number, 512-834-6677).  Please tell the operator that the call is hurricane-related.

Individuals may call this main number to access information relating to expedited licensure.  Individuals who call and identify their call as hurricane-related will be able to speak directly to a licensing representative who will assist them. 
