CHAPTER 191. ADMINISTRATION OF VITAL STATISTICS RECORDS

Subchapter A. General Provisions

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

191.001.
191.002.
191.003.
191.004.
191.0045. Fees
191.0046. Fee Exemptions
191.0047. Birth Information for Department of Family And Protective Services
191.0048. Voluntary Contribution To Texas Home Visiting Program
191.005.
191.006.
191.007.
191.008.

D N IEIONS ¢t eeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e ettt eeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeesesea et aeeeeeeeeeseaaateeeeeesaaneaaaaeeeas

Powers And Duties Of Department ........c.coueueeveuiriiiniiiiieiiieinieiecieeciecsiecseeeneneen

Powers And Duties Of Board ......oeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseraeaeeeeas
State Re@IStIar........coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Vital Statistics Fund..........ccocoiiiiiiiiiiiii e
Records Of Persons In Hospitals And Institutions.......c..cccveeieevieinicinicinieinieinenes
Regulation By Certain Municipalities........cccceeveiriiiiiiininiiiniiiieiniceecieeieeeeenen

Sorting Collected Data.......coueivuiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiciiccece s

Subchapter B. Records Of Births, Deaths, And Fetal Deaths

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

191.021.
191.022.
191.023.
191.024.
191.025.
191.026.
191.027.
191.028.
191.029.
191.031.
191.032.
191.033.
191.034.
191.036.

Registration DISTIICES. ....coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiccc e
Local REGISTIALS.....c.eeviiiiiiiieieiei ettt s
Consolidation Of County And Municipal Maintenance Of Birth And Death Records ..
Reports of Information .......c..ccecieiiiiiniininiiiciiieieieee et
Record Books And Certificates...........c.eivueueuiiniiueiiininieieiieieiceeieeeeeeeeeeeneseeeees
Local ReCOrds......coviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicic
Review Of Certificate By Local RegiStrar........co.ecevueirieiiuiniiiniiinieinicenececineceevceeen
Amendment Of Certificate. ........covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
Certificates or Report Sent to State Registrar..........ccecuvivinininieniinieniiiniiieencneenens
Review Of Certificates By State Registrar ......c..ccocoveieiiininininiiniiicieieiceeenceeeienens
State RECOTAS ...uoviiiiiiiiiiciecc e
Addenda ... e
Notation Of Death On Birth Certificate...........cccoviviiiviiiniiiniiiiiiiiiicicce,

Spanish Surname INformation.........ccociviriiiiiiriiiiiiiiiieecccee e

Subchapter C. Copies Of Records
Sec. 191.051. Certified COPIES...c..eueueuiriiuirieiirieiieieieieteiet ettt ettt ettt ne
Sec. 191.052. Certified Copy As EVIAENce......coueivuiiiiiiiiiiciiiiiiciiic et
Sec. 191.056. Copies Collected By National AGency ........ccecevveuiriiivieiniiinicinicieeieceecsececeeeeene
Sec. 191.057. Records With Addenda...........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccae

CHAPTER 192. BIRTH RECORDS

Subchapter A. General Registration Provisions

Sec. 192.001. Registration Required
Sec. 192.002. Form Of Birth Certificate

Sec. 192.0021. Heirloom Birth Certificate ........couvueiriiirienieiniiiinieinieiricttceetceeee e
Sec. 192.0022. Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth ......c..cccoeoiviiiiiiniiniiiicccee

)



Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

192.003. Birth Certificate Filed Or Birth Reported........ccoveoiiiniiiniiiniiiiniiiniciicrcieceeee 11
192.0031. Information Of Birth To School-Age Mother .......cccccoueiiiiiniiiiniiniicceee 11
192.004. Information Obtained By Local RegiStrar........ccouvueeieueriniinieiniiinieinieinieincieceeeee 11
192.005. Record Of Paternify ...ceeveieuiiriiieiinieiinieietctntee ettt ettt sae et 12
192.0051. Report Of Determination Of Paternity .......ccceveerueieierinienieinieenieinieeseeeeeeeveeeveeeees 12
192.006. Supplementary Birth CertifiCates.....c..eevueuirieuiriiinieinieinicinictereteee et 12
192.007. Supplementary Certificates For Child Who Dies Before Adoption ..........ccccccivveuiuiunnnns 13
192.008. Birth Records Of Adopted Person ........co.cevieuirieiinieinieinieiniciecieeteieseeecseevcseve e 13
192.009. Certificate Of Adoption, Annulment Of Adoption, Or Revocation Of Adoption........... 14
192.010. Change Of NAME ....coveiiuiiiiiiiiiieiieteeieeetet ettt et ettt ettt se e eaes 14
192.011. Amending Birth CertifiCate ........coveuirieirieiniiiniiinicircecet ettt 14
192.012. Record Of Acknowledgment Of Paternity.........coveueiruenieenieinieenieinieenieeeetneeeeveeenes 14

Subchapter B. Delayed Registration

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

192.021.
192.022.
192.023.
192.024.
192.025.
192.026.
192.027.

Delay Less Than One Year.....c..coueieiririninienieniiieieieetei ettt saens 15
Delay Of One Year Or More: Application Filed With State Registrar..........ccccceueunenne. 15
Delay Of More Than One But Less Than Four Years.......ccoccovviiniiininniniiniicniecne. 15
Delay Of Four Years Or MOre....c..cueiiuiviiiniiiniiinieinicieicieieieiesieeeee et 15
Supporting DOCUmMENTS. .......ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 16
Rejection Or Return Of Application .........ccceeeieuiviiiniiiniiinieinicincieeeceeceeeeeaeen 16
Registration By Judicial Order ........cc.ccooieiviiiniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiicccceccee 16

CHAPTER 193. DEATH RECORDS

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

193.001. Form Of CertifiCate .....cueieuieeiuiiieiieeiieeeieee et ettt e et e eeaeeeveeeeteeeeveeeetaeeeseeeraeeeaneeenns 17
193.002. Person Required To File ....cccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciciceeeeceeeee e 17
193.003. Time And Place For Filing Death Certificate ........coccecveiririnineninienieieieiecneneenenn 17
193.004. Personal And Medical Information ..........cceeeeviieeiiiieiiiieiiieeeie et 17
193.0041. Disciplinary Action Prohibited.........ccccoiiiininininiiiiiiiccccee 18
193.005. Personal INformation ........cccueieiuiiieiiiiiiii ettt ettt e v e eetee e ereeeereeeeaneeenns 18
193.006. Information Relating To Veterans........cccccueoueieiriiiniineniinicieieieiceseeeseeeeeeee 19
193.007. Delayed Registration Of Death .........ccoccieiiirininiiniiiiiiiiiiiineeicieeeeeeeeeeeeseeenee 19
193.008. Burial-Transit Permit....c.cceeuiieiiiieiieeiieeeieeeeiee ettt e et e ettt eree e teeeeveeeetveeeaveeeereeeeaneeenns 19
193.009. Burial RECOIAS ....uviiiuviiiiiiieeiiceiie ettt ettt e e re e eteeeeaneeeans 20
193.010. Certificate Of Death By Catastrophe.......c..ccccoeviriiininininiiniiiiiiiinnecccee, 20
193.011. Memorandum Of Understanding On Suicide Data.........ccccoeiriveniinienieninininincnenne 21

CHAPTER 194. MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE RECORDS

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

194.001. Report Of MArTiage ....c.eeveveueiriiieiiieiiieieietetctetet ettt ettt sb et eaes 21
194.0011. Marriage License Applications..........cccccueiriiiiriiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiicceeceeeeeee s 21
194.002. Report Of Divorce Or ANNUIMENT.....c.evevivieiiiiiiniiinicieiciiciececeeeteesee e 22
194.003. State INAEX...cuerieuiriiiiiiiiciiciie ettt 22
194.004. Release Of INfOrmMation.......c.coueuerieuirieuinieiinieinicieieieieeeet ettt ettt 22
194.005. Heirloom Wedding Anniversary Certificate.......cooueiruerierenieinieenieinieinieieeineeeevenenes 23



CHAPTER 195.

Sec. 195.001.
Sec. 195.002.
Sec. 195.003.
Sec. 195.004.
Sec. 195.005.

CHAPTER 671.

ENFORCEMENT OF VITAL STATISTICS REPORTING

Enforcement Of Title; Reports By Local Registrar.........ccceeviiiiiiiniiiniiniiiniciiee. 23
Supervision And Investigation By State Registrar.........ccccccouviviiiniiiniiniiiinicinicice. 23
False RECOIAS ...vvuiiiiiiiiiiiicic ettt 24
Failure To Perform DUty ......ccooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccceeeeee e 24
Disclosure of Confidential Information .........ccccoueeieviiiiinininininiciecceesceeeeens 24

DETERMINATION OF DEATH AND AUTOPSY REPORTS

Subchapter A. Determination Of Death

Sec. 671.001
Sec. 671.002

. Standard Used In Determining Death...........cccoccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicce 25
. Limitation Of Liability....cveoveiiiiiiiriiniinicieccte et 25

Subchapter B. Autopsy Reports

Sec. 671.011

Sec. 671.012.
Sec. 671.013.

CHAPTER 674.

Sec. 674.001.
Sec. 674.002.
Sec. 674.003.
Sec. 674.004.
Sec. 674.005.
Sec. 674.006.
Sec. 674.007.
Sec. 674.008.
Sec. 674.009.
Sec. 674.010.

Sec. 674.011
CHAPTER 694.
Sec. 694.001
Sec. 694.002
Sec. 694.003
CHAPTER 695.

Sec. 695.001
Sec. 695.002

Sec. 695.003.

D INITION . 25
Filing AUtopsy RePOrt......ccucoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieicicicctetet ettt 26
Release Of Reports; Fees ....c..cveiiiiiiiniiniiiiiieicicieteite ettt 26

FETAL AND INFANT MORTALITY REVIEW
DfINItIONS. ...t 27
Review Team .....cooiiiiiiiiii 27
Purpose And Powers And Duties Of Review Team .....cccccovveviiinieinieincinicincircnes 28
Governmental Unitu.......coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 28
MEETINES ..ttt 28
Disclosure Of Information To Review Team........ccccoecviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicn, 29
Confidentiality Of Records; Privilege .......c.coevueviiiieiiininiiiniinicicieieieeceecccieene 29
Immunity From Subpoena And DiScovery.......c..cccoueinirininininienienieieiceeencseeenens 30
Unauthorized Disclosure By Review Team Member; Offense........ccccvecieiiinininininnns 30
IMMUNITY cetiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeseeseeseeseeeaeeaeesanees 30

. Inapplicability Of Chapter.......cccccuviiiiiriiniiiiiiiiiieceecceee e 30

BURIAL

. Duties Of Texas Department Of Health .........ccccociiiiiiiininininiiicce 31

. Duty Of Commissioners Court Concerning Disposition Of Body Of Deceased Paupers31
. Power Of Governing Body Of Type A General-Law Municipality Concerning Burial ... 31

IN-CASKET IDENTIFICATION

e D INIEIONS vvtteeee oottt ettt e e et e e e e e e e et e e e e e e se et e eeeeeeeaeaaaeeeeseanenaaaes 31
. Identification Of Deceased PersOm ......ooeeeueeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeraeeeeessesesssanees 31



CHAPTER 711. GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO CEMETERIES

Subchapter A. General Provisions

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

711.001. DefINITIONS. c...ouviiiiiiiiieiiiieiciciiet et 32
711.002. Disposition Of Remains; Duty To Inter........ccccociviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiccceeieeeae 33
711.003. Records Of INTEIMENT...cucutvuiuiiueiiiiieieieiiteitnte ettt ettt ettt 37
711.004. Removal Of ReMains........ccueuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccieiecceee e 37
711.007. Nuisance; Abatement And Injunction.........cccceeeueiiiiiiiiiininiinininieieceeeeeeceeae 38
711.008. Location Of CemETEry .....c.coueuiruiiiiiiiiiieienieitnteitetetetetetet ettt sse sttt eae s enes 39
711.009. Authority Of Cemetery Keeper .......coveiviiiriiiniiiniiinieinicieicieieeeeeesee et 42
711.010. Unknown Or Abandoned Cemetery .........cccouivieiiiiinininiiniiiiicieieeeeee e 43
711.0105. Method Of Removal Of RemMains ......ccccceveueieiinieiinieinieinicinieinceceeceeeseeve e 43
711.011. Filing Record Of Unknown Cemetery ..........ccceviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceiccceecneeienne 43
T11.0120 RULES..iiiiiiiiiiic et 43

Subchapter D. Enforcement

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

711.051. Enforcement By Attorney General; Proceedings To Forfeit Charter For Noncompliance44
711.0515. Enforcement By Attorney General; Injunctive Relief............ccoeoiiiiiiininiinini. 44
711.052. Criminal Penalties........coeviriiriiriiiiiiiiiie ettt 44
711.0521. Access To Cemeteries; Criminal Penalti€s. ... ... .....eeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeenn 44
711,053, DEfINItION c.veuviuiiiiiiieiiiterieet sttt ettt ettt ettt b e sttt ettt et b e a e aene 45
711.054. Enforcement By Finance Commission Of TeXas .....ccecuririrerenienenienieiineneneneneennenns 45
711.055. Enforcement By COmMISSIONET ......c.ceiiiiriirtiriirieniiieiieieeieeeeete ettt 45
711.056. Pattern Of Wilful Disregard..........cccoueuiviiiniiiniiiniiiiiiiiicciceeeseee e 45

Subchapter E. Lawn Crypts

Sec.

711.061. Requirements For Lawn Crypts......cccccueiriririinieniiiiieiiieceesteseeeeeetee e 46

CHAPTER 712. PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERIES

Subchapter A. General Provisions

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

712.001. DefINItions.....ccveviiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciie e 47
712.002. Exemptions From Chapter.......cccoueciiiiiiininiiniiniiicicieie ettt 47
712.003. Incorporation Required; Minimum Capital.......cc.coecveiiiiininininininiiiiieeeceen 47
712.0031. Notices To Banking Department.........ccoceeivuevieniinieieininininenicnieeieeee e 48
712.004. Perpetual Care Trust Fund Required.........ccccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccce 48
712.005. Cancellation Of Charter For Failure To Begin Operation Of Perpetual Care Cemetery. 49
712.007. Notice Of Perpetual Care Required.........ccooeiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccceees 49
712.008. RULES ittt 49

712.009. Limitations On Burials; Damages........ccceceeviriirieniiniiiieiiiiiinencnccicieeee e 50



CHAPTER 713. LOCAL REGULATION OF CEMETERIES

Subchapter A. Municipal Regulation Of Cemeteries

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

713.001.
713.002.
713.003.
713.004.
713.005.
713.006.
713.007.
713.008.
713.009.
713.010.
713.011.

Municipal Cemetery AUthorized ........c..ccevveiriiinieiniiiiiiceccee e 51
Local Trust FOr Cemetery .....cuuueiriniiiniiinieinieinictrieteteteeee ettt 51
Local Authority To Receive Gifts; Deposits For Care; Certificates.......o.cvvveerueenuennnne. 51
Use OF FUNAS 1.t 51
Deposit ReCOrdS......ccuiiuiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieece e 52
TaK et 52
Appointment Of Successor TTUSTEE .....c.evruerieuiriiirieiirteietetetet ettt 52
Termination Of Municipal Trust By Certain Municipalities .......c..cccoecenieenieinieinnennnn 52
Local Possession And Control Of Unkept Or Abandoned Cemetery .......cccoecvvueenuennnne. 52
Private Care Of GIaves........c.ccuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicecc s 53
Maintenance Of Municipal Cemeteries. ......c.oviririiriiriiieiiininerienieieieieeee e 53

Subchapter B. County Regulation Of Cemeteries

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

713.021.
713.022.
713.023.
713.024.
713.025.
713.026.
713.027.
713.028.
713.029.

County Trust For Cemetery.........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceciccieeceeeee e 54
Gifts For Maintenance Of Cemetery.......coeruerueriiiirieiiirenenienienientetetee e s sieseenaens 54
Use OFf FUNAS c.viiiiiiiiciicceee et 54
Appointment Of Successor TTUSTEE .....c.ccveuiriiuiriiiriiirieiicieeeereeee e 54
Private €Care Of GIAVeS.......coeirueiiuiiiiiirieiiieiinieitet ettt 54
Use Of Public Funds And Property Prohibited; Exceptions.........cccoeeevveivcinicnnuennne. 55
Cemetery Owned By County Of 8,200 Or Less .....c.coueiruiininininiiiniciniciccieicieees 55
County Care Of Cemetery Older Than 50 Years........cccceevvvuivieinieinicinicinieinicieiennes 55
County Authority To Purchase Burial Grounds For Veterans..........cccceeveiviicincninncnne. 55

CHAPTER 714. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELATING TO CEMETERIES

Sec
Sec
Sec
Sec

. 714.001.
. 714.002.
. 714.003.
. 714.004.

Depth Of Graves; Criminal Penalty .......ccooeciniiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiicccceee 56
Limitation On Location Of Feed Or Slaughter Pens Near Cemetery .......ccccccvvuernuennnne. 56
Abandoned Plots In Private Cemeteries. .....coueuiveiriiiniiireninieieieieieieieeieeseeeneeeneeee 56
Removal Of Remains From Abandoned Cemetery In County Of At Least 525,000 ...... 57

CHAPTER 715. CERTAIN HISTORIC CEMETERIES

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

715.001.
715.002.
715.003.
715.004.
715.005.
715.006.
715.007.
715.008.
715.009.
715.010.
715.011.

DIEfINITIONS vttt ettt ettt ettt et b bbbttt b bbb bttt et 58
Petition Of Nonprofit Corporation...........ccceeueueuioiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeeeeeeeeese e 58
Parties TO ACHOM ....ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceceee et 58
Contents Of PELItION ....ccueuieuiiriiieieiiiiieiitetetetet ettt 58
WEEEEN PLanl ..ottt 58
Service Of CIAtION ..c.vviveuiiiiiiiieieiiieicetet ettt ettt 59
HEATING .o 60
CoUIT OIEr ..ttt 60
NONProfit COrPOrAION ....cuveviiiiieiirieiieieieteietet ettt ettt ettt 60
Organizational Meeting ...........ccooviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccc s 60

Powers And Duties Of Nonprofit Corporation; Trust Fund..........cccocooviiinn 61



Sec
Sec
Sec
Sec

. 715.012. Crematory

ProRibited ..coooeeieeieeeiee ettt e e e

. 715.013. Adjacent Or Contiguous CEmMETErY ......c.euerueuirueuirreirieieieieietesentesessesessesteseseeseeeseeenes
. 715.014. Cemetery Open To Public.......cccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceceeeeeeeeee e

. 715.015. Exemption

CHAPTER 716. CREMATORIES

Sec.

Definitions

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.





























































































































































































