Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) and Funerals
What Funeral Home Workers Need to Know about COVID-19
A funeral or visitation service can be held for a person who has died of COVID-19.
Funeral home workers should follow their routine infection prevention and control
precautions when handling a decedent who died of COVID-19. If it is necessary to
transfer a body to a bag, follow Standard Precautions, including additional personal
protective equipment (PPE) if splashing of fluids is expected. For transporting a
body after the body has been bagged, disinfect the outside of the bag with a
product with EPA-approved emerging viral pathogens claims expected to be
effective against COVID-19 based on data for harder to kill viruses. Follow the
manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning and disinfection products (e.g.,
concentration, application method and contact time, etc.). Wear disposable nitrile
gloves when handling the body bag.
Embalming can be conducted. During embalming, follow Standard Precautions
including the use of additional PPE if splashing is expected (e.g., disposable gown,
faceshield or goggles and facemask). Wear appropriate respiratory protection if any
procedures will generate aerosols or if required for chemicals used in accordance
with the manufacturer’s label. Wear heavy-duty gloves over nitrile disposable
gloves if there is a risk of cuts, puncture wounds, or other injuries that break the
skin. Additional information on how to safely conduct aerosol-generating procedures
is in the CDC’s Postmortem Guidance. Cleaning should be conducted in accordance
with manufacturer’s instructions. Products with EPA-approved emerging viral
pathogens claims are expected to be effective against COVID-19 based on data for
harder to kill viruses. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning and
disinfection products (e.g., concentration, application method and contact time,
etc.).
After cleaning and removal of PPE, perform hand hygiene by washing hands with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds or using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer
that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water is not available. Soap and
water should be used if the hands are visibly soiled.
Decedents with COVID-19 can be buried or cremated, but check for any additional
state and local requirements that may dictate the handling and disposition of the
remains of individuals who have died of certain infectious diseases.
Source: CDC. Available at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/faq.html#anchor_1584390222777. Accessed 3/29/2020.
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