


What About the Children: Changing the Landscape on Rural Vaccine Coverage



Housekeeping
For Today’s Webinar

All participants are automatically 
muted by webinar administrators.

Please type questions using the 
“Question” feature.

This webinar is not being recorded.



Agenda

Section Presenter

Welcome Garrett Cottom, COVID-19 Program Director

Rural Vaccine-Access Populations Tony Aragon, Immunization Section Director

COVID-19 Vaccine Updates Saroj Rai, PhD, MPH, Senior Scientific Advisor

Building Vaccine Confidence with COVID-19 Vaccines Merissa Daugherty, BSN RN, Nurse III

How Schools and Childcare Centers can assist Garrett Cottom, COVID-19 Program Director

Benefits of the COVID-19 Program Garrett Cottom, COVID-19 Program Director

Join the Team Johnna Featherston, COVID-19 Program Manager

Provider Profile Populations Mark Ritter, Senior CDC Advisor

Live Q&A COVID-19 Specialists/Clinical Team

Resources Brandon Nicely-Williams, COVID-19 Call Center Manager 



Opening Remarks
Garrett Cottom

COVID-19 Program Director| Immunization Section



Healthcare providers jumped into action with the onset of this 
pandemic. For two years, you have all worked diligently and 

continuously on vaccinating Texans to create healthier 
communities. 



Purpose

The COVID-19 Program is requesting assistance from all the providers 
on this call today. 

1

2
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We need all TVFC Providers who are NOT currently enrolled in the COVID-19 Program 
to get enrolled today.

We need all Providers who administer vaccines to children and are NOT currently 
enrolled in the COVID-19 Program to get enrolled today.

We need assistance from the schools and daycares to be our trusted messengers in the 
communities, supporting and promoting COVID-19 vaccination. Other ways to help 
would be to implement a school-based health clinic or host a school-located 
vaccination clinic.



Rural Populations
Creating Vaccine Access Points 

Tony Aragon, MS
Immunization Section Director| Immunization Section



Top Vaccine Providers
5-11 years old population 







COVID-19 Vaccine Updates
Saroj Rai, PhD, MPH

Senior Scientific Advisor| Office of Chief State Epidemiologist





DISCLAIMER

The information presented today is based on CDC’s recent guidance and MAY change.

June 9, 2022



COVID-19 Vaccine Pediatric 
Moderna: 6 months – 5 years 
Pfizer: 6 months – 4 years



COVID-19 Vaccines for Pediatric Pop
6 months – 4/5 years

• Both Moderna and Pfizer are in the going through the 
regulatory process with the FDA for their respective COVID-19 
vaccine in 6 months – 4/5 years of age
• Moderna COVID-19 vaccine will be for 6 months – 5 years 

• Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine will be for 6 months – 4 years

• Both manufacturers have a different vaccine products than 
their current vaccine products in-use
• Moderna COVID-19 vaccine blue cap vial 

• 0.25 mL/25 mcg per dose

• 2-dose primary series, @28 days apart

• Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine maroon cap vial 
• 0.2 mL after dilution (3 mcg per dose )

• 3-dose primary series, @dose intervals?



Path to COVID-19 Vaccine Authorization for Pediatric (6 mos - 5 yrs)



Additional COVID-19 Vaccine Related Federal Partners Meetings



DISCLAIMER

The information presented today is based on CDC’s recent guidance and MAY change.

June 9, 2022



Building Confidence with 
COVID-19 Vaccines

Merissa Daugherty, BSN RN
Nurse III| Immunization Section





Addressing Misinformation

How to Address COVID-19 Vaccine Misinformation | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-departments/addressing-vaccine-misinformation.html


Schools and Daycares Involvement
Garrett Cottom, BS

COVID-19 Program Director| Immunization Section



School-based Health Centers (SBHCs)

These clinics provide primary healthcare and other services to students 
in kindergarten through 12th grade. 

SBHCs serve schools and communities in rural and frontier areas and 
help to overcome geographical barriers and lack of access to care, 
including vaccination efforts.

Implementation of SBHCs improves health equity and addresses social 
determinants of health, especially in rural and frontier areas.  

School-Based Health Centers - RHIhub SDOH Toolkit (ruralhealthinfo.org)

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/sdoh/2/healthcare-settings/school-based-health-centers#:~:text=In%202017%2C%20823%20SBHCs%20were%20operating%20in%20rural,geographic%20barriers%20and%20a%20lack%20of%20transportation%20access.


1. Set up a COVID-19 vaccination clinic at your school.
2. Partner up on COVID-19 vaccine-related activities in your community.
3. Arm school staff with resources for answering general COVID-19 vaccination questions.
4. Promote vaccine confidence among students, parents, and guardians.
5. Promote well-child visits for routine health needs.
6. Make COVID-19 a teachable moment.

How Can Schools and Daycares Support COVID-19 Vaccination

6 Ways To Promote COVID-19 Vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/school-located-clinics/how-schools-can-support.html#set-up-clinic
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/school-located-clinics/how-schools-can-support.html#partner-up
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/school-located-clinics/how-schools-can-support.html#arm-staff-resources
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/school-located-clinics/how-schools-can-support.html#promote-vaccine-confidence
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/school-located-clinics/how-schools-can-support.html#promote-well-child-visits
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/school-located-clinics/how-schools-can-support.html#make-covid19-teachable


Hosting a School Located Vaccine Clinic
(SLV)

Considerations for Planning School-Located Vaccination Clinics | CDC

While children in the United States are vaccinated primarily in their 
pediatrician’s or family doctor’s office, schools provide unique 
opportunities for getting children vaccinated:

•Children are already present in schools and daycares

•SLV can be more convenient for parents and guardians 
(referred to from this point on as parents)

•SLV can be used to administer COVID-19 vaccine rapidly and 
efficiently to eligible students and possibly their family 
members, teachers, school staff, and others in the community

•SLV can be used to offer routine vaccinations and catch-up 
vaccinations for students behind in vaccination because of the 
pandemic

•SLV is often used for yearly influenza vaccination

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/school-located-clinics.html


Provider Benefits in the 
COVID-19 Program

Garrett Cottom, BS
COVID-19 Program Director| Immunization Section



What is the COVID-19 Vaccine Program?

Benefits of Being a COVID-19  Vaccine Provider

COVID-19 Vaccine Program is 
designed to distribute COVID-19 
Vaccines to providers who are 
interested in supplying this 
medication to their patients.

The program also serves to work 
with and educate providers on 
how to safely store vaccines and 
to give them personalized 
guidance on vaccine storage and 
handling. 



Why Enroll?
Benefits of Being a COVID-19 Provider

Best Way to Protect Your
Pediatric Patients

Vaccine administration continues to be 
one of the best recommended 
precautions to mitigate the risk of 
hospitalization and death in individuals. 
We encourage providers to enroll in this 
program so that they can receive 
vaccines to help protect their patients.

Free of Charge
Providers who enroll in the COVID-19 
Vaccine Program will be able to 
receive vaccine from the Department 
of State Health Services free of 
charge.

Most Efficient
As COVID-19 Vaccines are still not 
available for private purchase, 
programs such as ours are the most 
efficient way to receive these 
vaccines.



Be the Change:
Benefits of Being a COVID-19 Provider

Promoting Community Health

Vaccination is the leading public 
health prevention strategy to end the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Promoting 
vaccination improves in-person 
school and daycare attendance for 
families. 

Reducing Disparities
Providers who enroll in the COVID-19 
Vaccine Program increases our ability 
to ensure vaccine accessibility to 
everyone and helps to reduce vaccine 
disparities that were magnified 
during the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Catalyst of Change
Being part of the COVID-19 Vaccine 
program is vital in public health 
transformation. We all have a part in 
helping to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 and promoting fair access 
to health.​ 



Joining our Team
COVID-19 Program

Johnna Featherston, BS
COVID-19 Program Manager| Immunization Section



Who Can Enroll?
Join the Team as a COVID-19 Provider

We welcome TVFC Providers to join the COVID-19 Vaccine Program!

Any healthcare provider who has a signing physician will be able to
enroll into the COVID-19 Vaccine Program. The list of acceptable
medical credentials for the signing physician are as follows:

• Physician’s Assistant
• Doctor of Dental Surgery
• Doctor of Podiatric Medicine
• Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
• Doctor of Optometry

• Doctor of Medicine
• Doctor of Osteopathy
• Advanced Practicing Nurse
• Certified Nursing Midwife
• Registered Pharmacist



Enrolling in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program

Join the Team as a COVID-19 Provider

• Log into HHS Enterprise 
Portal through Single 
Sign On

• Log into Syntropi

• On main page, select 
“Click to Start 
Pandemic Provider 
Enrollment”



Enrolling in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program

Join the Team as a COVID-19 Provider

Complete the following:

• Location & shipping address

• Days/times to receive vaccine 
shipment

• Storage unit/datalogger information

• Vaccine administering capacity

• Patient profile

• Signed provider agreement



COVID-19 Patient Profile (Enrollment) 

EXAMPLE ONLY



Enrolling in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program

Join the Team as a COVID-19 Provider

Quick Tip:

Use the same primary and backup 
coordinator from your TVFC program 
for the COVID-19 Vaccine Program.



Enrolling in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program

Join the Team as a COVID-19 Provider

Quick Tip:

Follow storage requirement instructions 
provided by the manufacturer.



Enrolling in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program

Join the Team as a COVID-19 Provider

Sign the Provider 
Agreement.



What Happens Next
Review Process of COVID-19 Enrollment

✓Reviewing coordinators

✓Review patient information

✓Review prescribing providers

✓Review storage capacity

✓Check for signatures from CMO/CEO

✓Approval

✓ If any of this information is incomplete, your 
enrollment will be “unlocked” until the 
information is correct/provided and resolved. 



Report COVID-19 Vaccines Daily to ImmTrac2

Reminder

• The Texas Immunization Registry, known as ImmTrac2, safely consolidates 
and stores immunization records from multiple sources in one centralized 
system.

• Reporting administered vaccines in ImmTrac2 promptly ensures that the 
state receives accurate quantities of CDC-allocated vaccine. Providers 
should report COVID-19 vaccines within 24 hours of administration and 
all other administered vaccines within 30 days of administration. 

• For answers to Frequently Asked Questions related to ImmTrac2, visit 
DSHS’s ImmTrac2 FAQ webpage

• For questions, email ImmTrac2@dshs.texas.gov

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/immtrac/FAQs.shtm
mailto:ImmTrac2@dshs.texas.gov


Using Reminder/Recall System

Reminder/Recall Report Tool

The Reminder/Recall Report generates client notices, 
which includes letters, cards, mailing labels, and client 
listings. Reminder and recall notices can be generated 
for each client if the following conditions in the client 
record are met:

✓The client status is “Active” in the Client Information 
section for your organization.

✓The “Allow Reminder and Recall Contact?” indicator in 
the Client Information section is “Yes.”

✓The client has complete address information listed in 
the Address Information section. 

Providers can utilize the Reminder/Recall to help 
patients follow through in receiving their second dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine in a timely manner.

To access the complete Guide 
to the Reminder/Recall Report, 
select the image above.

Guide to the Reminder/Recall Report: https://www.dshs.texas.gov/uploadedFiles/Content/Prevention_and_Preparedness/immunize/immtrac/docs/11-
15234%20Guide%20to%20the%20Reminder-Recall%20Report_08-2019.pdf

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/uploadedFiles/Content/Prevention_and_Preparedness/immunize/immtrac/docs/11-15234%20Guide%20to%20the%20Reminder-Recall%20Report_08-2019.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/uploadedFiles/Content/Prevention_and_Preparedness/immunize/immtrac/docs/11-15234%20Guide%20to%20the%20Reminder-Recall%20Report_08-2019.pdf


Reimbursement 
Uninsured Patients

• As of April 6, 2022, COVID-19 
vaccines for uninsured are not 
reimbursable through HRSA.

• Pediatric patients (except the 
uninsured) have a source of billing, 
including Medicaid population at a 
rate of $40/dose.



Vaccination Record Card



Provider Profile Populations

Mark Ritter, MHA
CDC Senior Public Health Advisor| Immunization Section







Resources



Resources for TVFC Providers for the COVID-19 Program

• CDC Benefits of Getting COVID-19 Vaccine: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html

• Myths and Facts about COVID-19 Vaccines:  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/facts.html

• FAQ about COVID-19 Vaccination for Children and 
Teens: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/faq-children.html

• COVID-19 Vaccination Clinical and Professional 
Resources:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/faq-children.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/facts.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq-children.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq-children.html


Provider Webinars

Texas Department of State Health Services hosts a COVID-19 provider webinar each 
week on Tuesdays from 12:00 PM to 1:30 PM. 

Webinars cover materials:
• Latest updated from FDA, CDC/ACIP
• Storage and Handling
• Best Clinical Practices
• Ordering and Receiving Vaccines
• ImmTrac2 documentation job aids 

To learn more information on COVID-19 Vaccines, please visit the following link:
COVID-19 Vaccine Information (texas.gov)

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/immunize/vaccine.aspx


COVID-19 Provider
Job Aids









DISCLAIMER

The information presented today is based on CDC’s recent guidance and MAY change.

June 9, 2022



Thank you!


